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Statement On Global 'Oil Peak'

We, the members of the educational and scientific communities involved in the study of the

worldwide peak of oil production, offer the following statement on the problem and its

implications for our future:

Oil is a finite resource.

Oil was formed in the geological past, and a growing number of the world's leading petroleum

geologists agree that more than 95 percent of all recoverable oil has now been found. We therefore

know, within a reasonable degree of certainty, the total amount of oil available to us. As of this

statement, we have consumed approximately half of the recoverable oil, and we continue to

consume about 75 million barrels per day. Since 1981 we have consumed oil faster than we have

found it, and the gap between our growing consumption and shrinking discovery continues to

widen. Oil is now being consumed four times faster than it is being discovered, and the situation is

becoming critical.

Oil is our most important energy source .

Oil is the fuel that enabled the growth of modern civilization, and all industrialized countries now

rely on it to an extraordinary extent. Oil provides 40 percent of all primary energy, and 90 percent

of our transportation energy. It is furthermore critical to industrial agriculture, the chemical and

pharmaceutical industries, much of the clothing industry, and a vast array of others. The physical

and chemical versatility of oil, combined with its high energy density, are such that no other known

energy source can serve as a full or even adequate substitute. In short, oil is the lifeblood of the

industrial world. 

Worldwide oil production is peaking.

After more than fifty years of research and analysis on the subject, it is now clear that the rate at

which world oil producers can extract oil has reached, or is extremely close to reaching, the

maximum level possible. This is what is meant by 'oil peak.' With great effort and expenditure, the

current level of oil production can possibly be maintained for a few more years, but beyond that oil

production must begin an irrevocable decline. This decline is a certainty, guaranteed by the natural

laws that govern our physical world, and nothing in science, technology, or engineering can

prevent it. The consumption of a finite resource is simply a finite endeavor, and attempting to

delay the onset of decline only ensures a steeper, more uncontrollable decline.

Oil peak is a powerful force of global destabilization.

The foreshocks of the impending oil production peak are already impacting our economies, our

environment, and our geopolitics. The inexorable tightening of supply is destabilizing oil markets,

which now exhibit extreme price responses to the smallest of disturbances. Higher oil prices are

hurting economies by increasing the cost of consumer goods while simultaneously reducing
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spendable income. Efforts to shore up weakened economies through relaxed environmental

regulations, drilling in increasingly sensitive wildlife areas, or shifting to coal and nuclear

technologies, are heightening environmental concerns. And with more than fifty oil-producing

countries now in decline, focus on the oil-rich Middle East has sharpened dramatically. Countries

of the Middle East have traditionally been able to relieve tight oil markets by increasing

production, but, as the Middle East nears its own oil peak, any relief it can provide is limited and

temporary. Nonetheless, many countries have become heavily reliant on Middle Eastern oil, and

the geopolitical stakes of conflicts in this region have risen to all-time highs.

Solutions must be grounded in science.

The laws of thermodynamics and physics, as opposed to business and economics, must guide us

through this crisis. Open markets are not equipped to cope with depletion of a critical resource, as

they cannot foresee the serious technical limitations of various replacement technologies. Natural

gas, for example, is itself a finite resource, and is already in decline in North America. Hydrogen is

a commonly cited panacea, but rather than being a primary energy source, hydrogen is only an

energy carrier – much like a battery. As such, hydrogen is strictly an energy loser. Replacing oil

with a sevenfold increase in nuclear energy, would pose a serious and expensive waste problem.

Renewable energies including solar, wind, geothermal, and biomass must be encouraged, and their

potential for large-scale deployment must be assessed. Other technologies still in the laboratory,

either proven or as yet unproven, may be extremely difficult to deploy in the timeframe and scale

dictated by this problem.

We call on all governments of the world to address this issue very seriously.  

Oil peak is an inevitability. The first warnings were made public nearly half a century ago, and

increasingly since that time the community of petroleum geologists has expressed concerns about

global oil supplies. Since 1995, a group of veteran geologists has been issuing highly specific

warnings based on exhaustive analyses. We now ask that the call be heard. A first response must

include decisive cuts in consumption, and a thorough reassessment of the size of the world’s

oilfields. Communities everywhere must be apprised of this issue so that they may take part in

creating a sustainable future.

Oil peak is the most pivotal challenge facing modern civilization. It is time to come together and

acknowledge our collective vulnerability, and begin working to change the structure of our culture

and civilization in ways we’ve never attempted before. We do not underestimate the magnitude of

the task, nor the consequences of a failure to act. Please join us in adopting this statement, and

become part of a growing community working to respond at every level.

Saturday, 22nd March 2003
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signups.

Signups will be available in the coming days, please come back 

soon.
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1185 Mike Murphy

Peak Oil 

Workshop held 

by Community 

Solution

1184 Sture Nystrom

1183 Charles Wood
Contingency 

Planning 

Consultant

1182 Charles McCollum

1181 Alex Ramon Library Studies http://www.peak-oil-news.info

1180 John Hamilton

1179 MR DAVID PARR AEROSPACE

1178 Barrett Leehy student http://suslo.info/

1177 Chris Parks

1176 William Stewart
Systems 

Engineer

1175 virgil alley

1174 Melanie Rosebrough medical coder

1173 Sue Skidmore

Peace Network 

of the 

Ozarks/medical 

technologist

www.ozarkpeace.net

1172 Dr. Erik Rasmussen
Research 

scientist

1171 Kim Wrange www.iki.fi/wrange

1170 Barrett Leehy student http://suslo.info/

1169 Paul Wozniak
envronmental 

historian
www.beyondearthday.com

1168 Douglas Holt
Watch This 

Interactive
thehopeinitiative.com

1167 Mr Matthew Bird
Sustainability 

and Energy 

Officer

www.localsustainability.org.uk

1166 Doug Weatherbee

1165 Mr Eze Uduma O.
University of 

Manchester, 

UK

The ‘resource, not the cause and is not a curse’ to

the Sub-Saharan African oil producing countries.

1164 Craig Macfadyen Student

1163 Dunn Colin

1162 Suzanne Michalik

1161 Carol Starr RN http://www.carolannestarr.com

1160 John Taylor engineer

1159 Luanne West Education

1158 journalist Mikaela Vuorio

1157 Dr Stephen Saffold

1156 David Jones
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1155 Ashley Peterson-Cool

1154 Marty Siracusa

1153 James Zack

1152 C. Andrew Hessler
SoloCraft 

Vehicle Systems
solocraft.com

1151 Sridhar Subramanian For the Future http://forthefuture.org

1150 Rob Dowling
Recuiter for 

EDF

1149 Rich Yurman
Retired 

Academic

1148 Lawence Saltzman For The Future

1147 Linda Buzzell-Saltzman

International 

Association for 

Ecotherapy, 

For the Future

www.forthefuture.org

1146 Robert Goings teacher

1145 Kenneth Korten

1144 Linda Seeley

1143 George Vye

1142 William Mundy bio-sci-tech

1141 Terence Hurt

1140 karen olsen

1139 Charles Burkhardt
retired 

psychiatric 

nurse

cjb58@aol.com

1138 Pablo Rius

1137 Engineer Cernatescu Florin

1136 Robert Panek transportation

1135 caia judge

1134 Mark Miller

climate crisis 

coalition, 

journalist 

(semi-retired)

www.climatecrisis.us

1133 Catherine Steele

1132 Dr. Gretchen Knapp
Energy 

Consultant

1131 Susan Norris

1130 Budi Utomo NGO "Jemari"

1129 Dana Bellwether

1128 Dana Milner

1127 Gordon Borlase
Biofuels 

Consultant

1126 terry fassbender

1125 Richard Ezike

chemical 

engineering 

graduate 

student

1124 stephen senick geomatics

1123 john woodward

1122 Emily Putnam Student

1121 Fairlight Lucia
Gardening 

teacher
Grassroots Press

1120 Patricia DeWitt

1119 SPC Andrew Wellington Soldier http://home.hot.rr.com/syria/index.htm
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1118 Sandra Cawthern Radical Activist

1117 Tom Madden
Building 

Engineer

1116 thos carroll runway2012.net

1115 Lucy Segatti

1114 Jason Tutor
bt2net 

developer
http://bt2net.org

1113 Lora Nell Gilbert

1112 Prem Nagarathnam

1111 JitKang Lim

Carnegie 

Mellon 

University - 

Ph.D. Student - 

Chemical 

Engineer

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/jitkangl/Index.htm

1110 Shamus Finnegan

1109 Jason Grace

1108 A. MAHARSHI SRIPHL- NGO http://www.jatrophaworld.org

1107 Florin Chelaru

1106 Richard Maguire
Unfolding 

Fututres Pty 

Ltd

www.unfoldingfutures.net

1105 MS Geoffrey Harris
electrical 

engineer

1104 Dr. David Harlos

1103 Gvozden Rovina IT`

1102 Emily Morgan
Environmental 

Education

1101 student Michael Lopacki

1100 David Wilcox Campus Greens http://www.campusgreens.org/

1099 Eng. Bark Roberts

1098 Lee Gordon Seebach Artist www.leegordonseebach.com

1097 Dr. Ron Slabaugh
Alternative 

Psychotherapist

1096 Russell Maher medical

1095 Reginald Patterson PUMP www.usapump.org

1094 Dr James Barson

1093 Gladys Hawthorne

1092 Gail Martin

journalist, 

R&D, 

sustainable 

development 

educator

www.bay-of-islands.org

1091 Sam Powrie ASPO Australia www.bisa.asn.au

1090 Dallas Bazant

1089 Randy Park
Professional 

Speaker and 

Author

www.randypark.com

1088 Ben Earle Student

1087 Lisa Mann
Portland Peak 

Oil

1086 Warren Fischer Programmer http://bt2net.org/
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